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Dear Governor Quinn:

On June 17" of 2008 the levee protecting Gulfport was breached, flooding the town and
hundreds of acres of farmland. Flood water was still being pumped out of Gulfport in August of
2008. The town was a total loss.

On March 21% of this year I met with residents of Gulfport and Henderson County and toured
their town. T was shocked by what I saw and saddened by what I heard. More than nine months
later recovery is at a stand still. The people of Gulfport feel they have been ignored and
forgotten in their struggle to rebuild their lives. While I know much effort has been put forth on
the state and federal level on flood recovery Gulfport has not been visited by any state or federal
official before my visit. One of our first duties as elected officials is to listen to the needs of

those we serve,

I would like to invite you to meet with the people of Gulfport and hear their stories. State and
federal agencies teamed admirably during the flood and its immediate aftermath. We need to
make sure we remain focused on recovering from this disaster and talk about ways to make sure
that the recovery process works better in the future. Most importantly we need to reassure the
people of Gulfport that they are not forgotten.

I thank you for your consideration. I look forward to meeting with you in Gulfport at your

earliest convenience.

Sincerely,

PR Fhee

PHIL HARE
Member of Congress
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